
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Broadview Heights Spotlights 
 
  
Your Project Title: Spotlights Theater for Young Audiences Series 

Your Project Summary: The Spotlights Theater for Young Audiences Series aims to create high-quality 

theatrical experiences intended to introduce children and their families to the cultural advantages and 

audience expectations of attending live performances. The series will consist of multiple performances of 

two productions specifically selected to appeal to this target audience. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: While the application states that the organization has recently identified its stakeholders, the 

narrative fails to clearly articulate who those stakeholders are (both internal and external) and how the 

agency engages with them. The application could be strengthened by more clearly articulating that 

connection and mission. The application does not indicate that the move to create this new program arose 

from community engagement and input. The application does not indicate that the agency has fully thought 

through the proposed programming. It would benefit by addressing specific production titles, for example, 

or addressing how their youth theater programming might serve as an avenue to tackle important 

community issues, promote dialogue, build community and improved quality of life. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I think the mission of the Young Audience Series is a nice one and has public benefit because 

access to the arts for young people and their families is always needed. I also applaud their efforts in making 

the performances affordable with $10 tickets. My only wish was to hear more about what plays in particular 

that they were planning to perform for the Young Audiences Series to give us more context on the caliber 

of the plays. Also I would've loved to hear about more interactive activities for these young audience 

members. Perhaps a chance for a few of the young people to come watch rehearsals at the Arts Building 

to fall deeper in love with theater, seeing the possibilities it could have for them in their lives. I think 

broadening the reach of this series would add to the cultural and artistic vibrancy of the series, leaving a 

long lasting impression on the young audiences and their families. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The artistic quality and organizational capacity were clearly articulated in the proposal. However, 

the public benefit portion could have provided more detailed information about the residents of the Bay 

Village community and more specific details about how this organization and project directly connect to the 

public. There were very clear articulations of how the organization serves parts of the public - but I was left 

wondering if there were gaps in who this program serves and who has access to it. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application demonstrates a focus on public benefit and a clear history of engagement. The 

"problem" of audience behavior is addressed throughout the application, but information about how this 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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issue was identified is not provided. Is this a community-based issue? A stronger application in the future 

could address this as a community or organization need. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It would have been helpful to read a bit more about how they will plan the season to have more 

child/family friendly offerings. What the plan is to teach proper theater etiquette? More specifics would have 

been helpful when judging against the funding criteria. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

